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Status. We understand, however, that the Conference
is to meet, not to discuss when Dominion Status shall be
established, but to frame a scheme of Dominion Constitu-
tion for India. We hope that we are not mistaken in thus
interpreting the import and the implications of this weighty
pronouncement of the Viceroy. Until the new Constitution
comes into existence we think it necessary that a more liberal
spirit should be infused in the Government of the country,
that the relations of the Executive and the Legislature
should be brought more in harmony with the object of the
proposed Conference, and that greater regard should be
paid to Constitutional methods and practices. We hold
it to be absolutely essential that the public should be made
to feel that a new era has come even from to-day, and that
the new Constitution is to be but the register of the fact.
Lastly, we deem it an essential factor for the success of the
Conference that it be convened as expeditiously as possible/*
But the question of asserting India's political goal to be the
attainment of Dominion Status roused a first-class political
controversy in Parliament. In the House of Lords, Lord
Reading, the late Viceroy of India, a prominent spokes-
man of the Liberals, in opening the debate emphatically
objected to the use of the expression Dominion Status when
the Statutory Commission had not pronounced their judg-
ment on the future Indian Constitution. Lord Birkenhead's
advice to the Commission was to treat the pronouncement
" as irrelevance/' but Lord Parmoor, replying on behalf
of the Government, stated explicitly that " the conditions
and reservations contained in the declaration of 1917 and
the preamble to the Government of India Act, 1919, remained
of full force and effect and applicable to Dominion Status/'
These observations in the House of Lords were followed
by the subsequent debate in the House of Commons when
the Prime Minister, Mr. Baldwin, Mr. Lloyd George,
Mr. Wedgwood Benn, Sir John Simon, and others took part.
The Prime Minister argued in effect that the " man on the
spot" realized the expediency of such a declaration in
connection with the summons to a Round Table Conference.

